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If Nigerian universities are ranked by the diversity of the creatures they serve, the University of 
Lagos would come first! Arguably, it is the only urban university in Nigeria where monkeys 
share academic space with humans. The presence of dozens of mona monkeys on campus 
reveals an indisputable fact--the space the university has occupied since the early 1960s 
originally belonged to some nonhuman creatures. If the monkeys of 2019 Unilag would never 
know what it means to live in the wild, their ancestors couldn't have imagined sharing their 
space, so intimately, with humans in a concrete environment. 
 
The city in Africa is more than humans. Some of the biggest debates about modern urban 
planning and aesthetics of everyday life in the city have historically been shaped by humans’ 
contradictory impression of the material and symbolic roles of a wide variety of animal species. 
The opposing notions of "good" and "bad"; "loyal" and "rebellious"; "ugly" and "beautiful" ; 
"clean" and "dirty" animals was framed by how humans would like to see and enjoy urban 
modernities. 
 
From public health and pollution consideration, which informed slum clearance schemes, 
extermination of rats, and rearing of goats, to how dog fancying defined social class and racial 
hierarchies in colonial Lagos, the story of city animals should be of interest to everyone. 
Europeans who fought fellow European residents of Ikoyi over the shooting of beautiful and 
harmless birds relied on modernist framing of birds as one of the beauties of urban 
skylines.They rarely spoke for the cat in such manner because of its ambivalent status as an 
animal that straddled the thin line between the "wild" and the "tamed" worlds. Dogs were the 
most beloved urban animal, until the outbreak of rabies when a single legislation (the dogs 
ordinance) placed their survival in the hands of instant death. Humans are notorious for 
quickly making an enemy out of a loyal friend! 
 



The story of resilience and adaptation of the mona monkeys of Akoka should inspire all of us 
not to give up what truly belongs to us.

 





 





 





 


