Resounding the Past with Easy Sawaba (Posted on Facebook on 04/1/2020)

At the end of a four-hour interview, I asked Fuji legend Easy Sawaba for any written document
about his life, career, and exploits, which he generously narrated to me. He struggled out of his
sinking chair, walked straight into his bedroom, and returned a few minutes later with a
vintage suitcase. After several attempt at unlocking the pass-coded box, he finally succeeded.
He then reeled out pages after pages of newspaper cuttings and letters, among other private
documents, that highlighted a career spanning from the late 1970s.

Private documents are not just ordinary things to many people. While they have their own
independent life, they tell cogent stories about their owners. The social life of documents and
newspaper cuttings can provide a glimpse into a historical moment that is glued to the present.
Until the advent of the Internet, the print media was a crucial site through which artists
validate their popularity. It added a problematic layer to what constitutes the "truth" or the
"authentic" in the world of art, characterized by ending tussle for supremacy. Letters, among
other private documents, in Easy Sawaba'’s private archives would assume a new meaning to a
historian when read against the era that produced them. To 64 years old Easy Sawaba, who
was born in Tema (Ghana), they are artifacts of an ambivalent nostalgia and ruins of a star that
has disappeared from the galaxy of Fuji.

From a detailed backstory of his hit album “Pata Olokun” to the origin of his stage name,
conflict with fellow artists, promoters, and record companies, to creative process, gender,
spirituality, and night life across eras, Easy Sawaba schooled me on a musical culture that is
central to how millions of people of the past and present represent themselves. | was exposed
to how technology of musical instruments defined artistic stardom. The story of fashion,
diaspora, and international cultural networks was told from personal and collective lenses.
Above all, Easy Sawaba’s careful documentation of his own life solidifies by conviction that a
free and accessible online “Archive of Fuji









The steaming-hot

euphonious album»is a pro-
duct of creativity, hardwork
and originality. The musical
work promises remarkable in-

‘Re-Union’ from

HE long standing feud
between the Fuji King

Sawaba

lyanda Sawaba and the
Fuji Lord, Chief Dr. Sikiru
Ayinde Barrister has been
sottled at last and it will be
made known to fans on
Monday when Chief lyan-
da Sawaba releases a new
album titled “"RE-UNION".

The new album which
harps on the settlement of
ween him and Bamrster is
produced by Mr. Liadi
Muriana, the Managing
Director of Liadi Records

* Company, Ogunpa Ibadan.

RE-UNION, which s a
testimony to the potential of
lvanda Sawaba contains fine
lyrics renders in Sawabas uni-
que beats.
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Easy Sawaba bounces
‘back ... explains long sﬂence

Back, the new

work of a popular fuji
musician lyanda

+ Sawaba is making serious
waves in the market both here

resuit of research work com-
prises of melodious tunes has
no doubt launched lyanda
Sawaba back to the reckoning.

According to the image
maker of the band, Mr. Tunde
Agbooln, the new ‘album,
Bounce Bad: has promoted it-

Tunde Aghoois (TASCO), Sawavs ‘s menager duing the

wierview

self hence, ﬂ\emusamisex-
pected to theill Nigerians in far
away Abidjan come October,
courtesy, Mubak promotions
an outfit based in Abidjan.
The beautiful work which
consists of tracks such as
Funky fuji, Eniyan to ba so
Easy nu, Rere Lope, eni oka
baso, Aﬁmﬁb,oufofod

Jinwa, mole mo ba, Mgamn_

dara bowa, Baba ma fimi se
gbagbe and many others has
sold abowt 75,000 copies tifl
date.

Mr. Agboola stressed that
with thisamelodious tunes, fans
and admairers of Fasy Sawaba
who hawe been waiting pa-
tiently trhear from the amiable
musiciam should sit back as he
is fully set to dish out some of
the beauttiful renditions in his
kitty. i

Comenenting on the long
break of the musician, the in
age mekex and promoter of the
band, Tasco promotions, noted
that the artiste was not given
enoughpablicity by his former

Ho sud this and many
other reasons makes him incure

Nigeria n bo wa dara,” a
track in the album is tefing Ni-
gerians that the country will
come back to his good old
days. No matter the condition
or problem, things will come
back to shape with prayer and
Tod's Inten wnticn.

Alhaji Isiaka lyanda Sawaba
a.k.a Fasy Sawaba was bom |

wymooohuownulodl

Tema in the Rapwicol(ill\t {
by Alhaj Kareem Amao and
Mrs Sabatu Amope Kuoom
{both deceased).

Altor Hsptinuyodwam
in Ibadan, he developed spg-
clal interest in music and ran 1o
Lagos for the realisation of bis
droams, /

He later joined an Ajwre |

Band in Lagos callod Fwents
Sawaba whore he dordved the
name Sawala
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